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scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FASM  SCI5N3E  SNAP5I0TS  Satxirday,  ^Uii  ilj  I  

AIJIIOUNCE.IENT :    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  Science  Snap- 
shots prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  These 
Snapshots  give  the  results  of  stiidies  and  experiments  "by  State  and 
Federal  scientists  on  various  farm  problems,  and  show  some  of  the 
plans  for  improving  the  farm  situation. 

"Wild-cat"  truck  farming    that's  one  thing  that  market 

specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  say  is  at  the 
"bottom  of  the  low  prices  and  overproduction  by  fruit  and  vegetables. 
Promotion  schemes,  in  many  sections  of  the  country,  have  brought 
about  big;eer  new  plantings  of  fruit  and  vegetable  crops.     The  plans 
of  the  "live-wire"  promoters  have  been  bigger  than  they  have  been  wise. 
They've  brought  on  long  periods  of  low  prices.     It  is  financial 
suicide,  the  experts  say,  to  keep  on  planting  more  and  more  acres  to 
grapes,  and  lettuce,  and  peaches,  and  potatoes,  v/hen  we  are  already 
growing  more  than  there's  demand  for.    The  remedy  suggested  is  for 
gro^7ers  to  form  big  co-ops  in  their  own  section  and  that  -ohe  co- 
operative associations  in  different  regions  form  inter- regional  co-ops 
not  only  to  market  the  truck  but  to  advise  growers  on  planting,  so 
as  to  keep  production  within  paying  limits. 


And  the  farmers  in  the  flood  regions  are  not  the  only  ones  being 
damaged  by  rain-wash.     Two  hundred  million  dollars  worth  of  plant  food 
is  being  swept  off  the  slopes  and  down  the  gullies  of  farms  in  this 
country  every  year.    The  situation  is  so  bad,  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  setting  up  18  field  stations  in  different  regions  of  the  country 
to  find  the  best  ways  of  terracing,  and  darning,  and  draining,  and 
cultivating  different  types  of  soil  to  prevent  losses.     To  begin  with 
stations  will  be  located  in  the  red  lands  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas;  the 
grey  lands  of  Northern  Missouri  and  southern  Iowa;  the  black  lands  of 
central  Texas;  the  light-colored  sandy  lands  of  southwest  Arkansas, 
northeastern  Louisiana  and  east-central  Texas;  the  southern  Piedmont 
lands  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  south  Carolina,  and  Georgia;  the 
northern  Piedmont  lands  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania;  and  the  dark 
prairie  lands  of  west-central  Kansas.     Stations  will  be  located  in 
other  regions  later. 


Another  fundamental  study  will  be  started  July  first.     It  is  a 
forest  survey  to  serve  as  the  foundation  for  a  large  part  of  all 
future  forest  activities.     The  survey  will  include  a  comprehensive 
appraisal  of  the  existing  forest  conditions  and  needs  and  the  present 
and  future  trends.    Altogather,  this  forest  survey  will  be  one  of  the 
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biggest  and  most  far-reaching  undertakings  in  the  developnent  of  our  wood- 
land yet  started.  There  is  also  to  be  a  study  of  the  financial  aspects  of 
private  forestry  and  an  investigation  of  forest  insurance. 


County  Extension  Agents  are  going  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
economic  side  of  fanning  from  now  on.    You  know,  2,237  of  the  2,800 
farming  counties  in  the  United  States  have  Agricultural  Extension  Agents. 
Each  year  for  the  past  five  years,  those  twenty-two  hundred  agents  have 
helped  start  an  average  of  about  950  new  cooperative  marketing  associations 
a  year  and  have  helped  3,400 /oi  the  11,400  co-ops  now  active.     But  after 
this,  they  are  expected  to  give  more  attention  to  that  sort  of  work. 
They  have  helped  increase  farm  production  35  per  cent,  and  we  hope  they 
can  do  as  well  for  farm  management  and  marketing. 


Peaches  and  cream,  and  strawberries  and  cream,  used  to  be  luxuries 
to  folks  in  this  country,  even  at  the  height  of  the  season,    How  we  can 
get  strawberries,  and  peaches,  and  other  such  fruits  practically  the  year 
round.    As  a  result,  folks  have  peaches  and  cream  a  lot  oftener  than  they 
did.    That's  one  reason,  the  dairy  business  is  doing  so  well.    Each  person 
in  the  United  States  now  averages  13  gallons  more  milk,  3  pounds  more 
butter,  and  a  half  gallon  more  ice  cream  a  year  than  he  did  ten  years  ago. 
That's  "peaches  and  cream"  to  the  dairymen! 


There  were  not  as  many  ton  litters  of  pigs  produced  in  the  hog 
contests  this  last  year  as  in  other  years  recently.    The  swine  experts 
say  that's  because  hog  farmers  are  graduating  to  the  "pig  crop  contests," 
which  put  the  emphasis  on  producing  the  most  pork  from  every  sow  in  the 
herd.    Not  only  that,  farmers  are  getting  more  efficient  in  bringing  their 
pigs  to  market  weight  at  an  early  age.    They  sell  many  litters  before  the 
end  of  the  ton-litter  contest  period  of  180  days. 


The  Georgia  Experiment  Station  has  been  experimenting  with  soft 
pork.    The  Georgia  experts  evidently'  believe  in  the  old  saying  that  "The 
proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating."    They  tested  hard  and  soft  pork 
after  cooking.     They  found  that  when  used  for  sausage  and  the  lard  in 
biscuits,  the  soft  pork  is  best.    When  used  for  chops  and  the  lard  in 
pie  crust,  the  hard  pork  is  best.    They  call  it  a  dog  fall,  and  conclude  that 
soft  pork  is  about  as  good  a  product  as  firm  pork  when  it  is  cooked;  even 
if  it  does  look  unattractive  before  cooking. 
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The  Nebraska  Experiment  Station  men  found  that  adding  cottonseed 
cake  to  a  ration  of  corn  and  alfalfa  hay  increased  the  rate  and  cost  of 
gain  for  "both  steers  and  heifers.    Not  only  that,  it  increased  the  selling 
price,  and  the  dressing  percentage.    And  what's  more,  it  increased  the 
profit.    On  the  other  hand,  adding  molasses  feed  and  cottonseed  cake  in- 
creased the  rate  of  gain  for  heifer  calves,  but  also  increased  the  cost 
so  TAuch  it  reduced  the  profit. 


The  Nevada  Station  sheep  feeders  have  found  that  alfalfa  hay  and 
alfalfa  stubble  pasture  are  very  valuable  for  putting  weight  on  immature 
range  lambs  and  for  getting  them  into  market  condition  at  the  right  time. 
As  supplements  to  alfalfa,  they  got  bigger  gains  by  feeding  corn  than 
by  feeding  barley,  but  under  Nevada  conditions  the  gains  on  barley  "paid 
best. 


In  case  corn  growers  are  forced  to  plant  late  to  dodge  the  corn- 
borers,  there  would  be  money  in  using  strains  of  corn  which  stand  cold 
better  than  the  varieties  now  grown.    For  that  reason,  scientists  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  are  trying  to  find  a  more  hardy  strain  from 
which  to  develop  a  borer-dodging  variety  of  corn. 


Corn  and  tomatoes.     The  Pennsylvania  Experiment  Station  has 
studied  fertilizers  on  tomatoes.     Their  specialists  found  that  the 
most  economical  increase  in  yield  of  tomatoes  is  produced  by  a  complete 
fertilizer  with  a  relatively  large  proportion  of  phosphorus.    Manure  pro- 
duced bigger  yields  but  at  much  higher  cost. 


Many  home  gardens  of  the  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  States 
might  well  give  a  place  to  the  edible  bamboo.     The  young  shoots  in 
spring  furnish  a  delicious  vegetable  and  salad,  and  you  can  use  the  poles 
for  stakes,  and  fences,  and  water-pipes  and  any  number  of  other  things 
on  the  farm  or  in  the  home.     Leaflet  No.  18,  tells  about  Bamboos  and 
Bamboo  culture.     There  are  some  kinds  which  will  grow  as  far  north 
as  Kentucky'"  and  northern  Virginia  and  western  Oregon  and  Washington, 


In  this  country,  the  combine  is  being  used  more  and  more  and 
farther  and  farther  east.  That  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1565-E  called 
"Shall  I  Buy  a  Combine?"  ma^^  help  you  to  answer  that  question. 
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AI^TOUlTCEvIENT ;     Did  you  get  the  number  of  that  bulletin?     It  is  Fanners 
Bulletin  No.  1565-F  on  "Shall  I  Buy  a  Combine."    The  leaflet  on  Bamboos 
and  Bamboo  Culture"  is  leaflet  No.  18-L.    You  can  have  either  of  those 
publications  for  the  asking.     Just  write  to  this  Station  mentioning  the 
name  and  number  of  the  publication  and  giving  your  name  and  address.  Or, 
if  you  prefer,  Tzrite  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
at  Washington,  D.  C.     The  Department  issues  the  bulletins,  they  are  free 
of  charge.    We  cooperate  with  the  Department  by  presenting  you  these 
Snapshots  by  radio. 
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Saturday,  iJay  11,  1929, 


AM0l3NC5M3IfI ;     Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  Science  Snapshots 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     These  Snap- 
shots show  some  of  the  findings  of  Federal  and  State  investigators  of 
farming  problems.     Their  results  may  give  you  some  siiggestions  which  may 
help  you  solve  some  of  your  farm  problems. 


Which  side  of  the  road  is  your  market  on?    The  Michigan  Experiment 
Station  has  been  investigating  road-side  marketing  in  that  state,  and 
their  men  have  found  that  it  makes  a  good  bit  of  difference  where  your 
market  is.    Most  of  the  bu;y'ing  of  farm  stuff  from  roadside  markets  is 
done  by  motorists  going  back  home;  so  the  ri^t  side  of  the  road  going 
toward  town  is  best.    When  going  away  from  home,  they  usTially  buy  only 
frait  to  eat  at  the  time.    When  going  home  they  buy  supplies  for  several 
days,  or  possibly  for  home  canning.    As  soon  as  they  start  home,  they 
begin  looking  for  stuff  to  take  with  them,   so  locations  near  camps  and 
resorts  sell  a  good  deal.     Locate  the  market  on  the  top  of  a  hill  or  on 
a  level  straight  stretch  of  road  where  it  is  easy  for  the  auto  drivers 
to  stop  and  start.     Some  small  markets  do  well  on  the  self-service  plan, 
but  the  Michigan  men  found  that  markets  with  salesmen  in  charge  do  four 
times  as  much  business  as  those  which  have  no  attendant.     Shade  and  a 
parking  space  also  helps.    And,  of  co'orse,  the  stuff  should  be  attractive- 
ly dis-played  in  hand^'  size  packages,  easy  to  carry. 


Packages  make  a  lot  of  difference.    And  there  are  a  lot  of  different 
kinds  of  containers  used  in  different  sections  of  the  country.  For 
shipping  the  same  kind  of  vegetable  one  section  may  use  a  basket,  another 
a  crate,  a  third  a  barrel,  and  a  fo-axth  a  sack.     If  you  want  to  know 
what  containers  are  used  and  those  most  favored  by  important  shipping 
sections,  get  that  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  ITo.  1579-F  on  "Containers  Used 
in  Shipping  Fruits  and  Vegetables." 


In  this  change  things  are  going  through,  the  individual  meat 
market,  like  the  independent  grocery  store,  is  fighting  for  existence 
against  the  chain-stores.     To  meet  competition,  the  retail  meat  dealers 
must  know  more  about  quality  of  meats,  and  differences  in  grades  of 
animals  and  meats.    The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  issued  a 
mimeographed  report  on  "Better  Meat  Retailing," 


Results  of  experiments  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  show  that 
dried  lean  pork  is  rich  in  the  vitamin  which  prevents  rickets  in  children. 
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It  is  much  better  in  that  respect  than  "beef. 


Chemists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  laboratories  at  Wenatchee, 
Oregon,  report  good  progress  tov/ard  solving  the  apple  spray  residue  problem. 
The  federal  experts  are  now  trying  to  develop  fruit  sprays  deadly  to  insects 
but  harmless  to  plants,  and  which  will  not  leave  any  residue  to  be  washed 
off  at  big  expense  or  to  cause  trouble  in  the  market. 


Specialists  of  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station  recommend  at  least 
one  strong  stand  of  bees  to  the  acre  to  get  the  best  results  from  Anjou 
pears.    Failure  of  Anjou  pears  to  set  in  mature  commercial  planting,  the 
Oregon  experts  have  found,  is  due  to  absence  of  pollen  or  because  the 
pollen  of  crossing  varieties,   such  as  Bartlett,  East,  and  Fall  Butter, 
can't  get  to  the  blossom.s  on  account  of  the  weather.    Anjou  pear  blossoms 
have  very  little  nectar,  and  the  bees  axe  not  particularly  fond  of  them. 
For  that  reason,  it  is  necessary  to  have  large  numbers  of  the  bees  to 
get  good  results. 


Those  of  you  who  have  woodlands  can  add  a  lot  to  the  value  of 
your  woods,  by  protecting  them  and  thinning  so  as  to  get  the  individual 
trees  the  room  they  need.    But  even  then  you  will  not  get  full  value  for 
your  timber  unless  you  cut  your  timber  crop  properly.     Leaflet  No.  30, 
on  "Cutting  the  Farm  Woods  Profitwise"  tells  how  to  do  that. 


Speaking  of  the  young  woods  and  young  people,  there  is  a  new  pub- 
lication out  which  will  be  a  big  help  to  teachers  and  Boy  and  Girl  Scout 
and  4-H  leaders.     It  is  Miscellaneous  Puclication  ITo.  45-M  called  "Forest 
Clubs  for  Young  People"  and  outlines  tree  studies,  general  forestry  and 
forest  product  studies,  woods  and  wood  structure  and  other  forest 
activities  v/ith  a  calendar  for  the  main  club  activities  for  each  month  in 
the  year. 


In  the  corn-borer  investigations  this  year,  the  Bureau  of  Entomology 
plans  to  make  tests  of  insecticides;  in  hope  that  it  may  be  possible,  to 
develop  insecticides  and  moth  attractants  which  will  prove  effective  in 
keeping  down  the  corn  borers. 


Two  hogs  on  the  experiment  farm  at  Beltsville,  Maryland,  are  very 
particular  as  to  what  they  eat.    They  don't  eat  the  whole  grains  of  corn. 
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Instead           and  we  have  the  solemn  word  of  the  department  scientists  for 

it           those  hogs  act  like  squirrels  and  spend  hours  at  a  time  cracking 

the  grain,  getting  out  the  meaty  inside  and  eating  it,  and  ejecting  the 
kernel  .shells  in  neat  piles  about  the  lot. 


Among  the  advantages  of  the  husker- shredder  is  that  it  kills  98  to 
100  per  cent  of  the  corn  borers  in  the  corn  fodder,  shredding  tests  re- 
ported in  Fanners'  Bulletin  No.  1589-F  show.     Other  advantages  of  the 
husker- shredder  on  Eastern  Corn  Belt  Farms  are  also  pointed  out. 


More  and  more  cotton  communities  are  going  in  for  one  variety  of 
cotton.    By  adopting  one  variety,  the  farmers  of  many  communities  are 
getting  a  new  interest  in  all  the  new  growing  and  marketing  improvements 
that  have  been  worked  out.     They  are  maintaining  purebreed  seed,  trying 
for  better  yields  and  higher  commercial  grades,  and  looking  for  the  best 
market  for  their  variety. 


The  Texas  Experiment  Station  has  developed  a  new  variety  of  wheat 
for  north  Texas.     The  new  variety,  called  Denton,  on  tests  has  shown 
itself  a  bigger  yielder,  more  rust  resistant,  with  stronger  straw  and 
better  for  baking  than  other  varieties  commonly  grown  in  north  Texas. 
It  is  expected  that  Denton  will  replace  the  others. 


The  California  Experiment  Station  has  warned  lemon  growers  not 
to  expand  lemon  acreages.     Lemon  production  in  California  is  about  at 
the  peak,  station  statisticians  say,  but  the  present  over-production  will 
be  gradually  corrected  by  the  normal  decrease  in  bearing  acreage,  without 
heavier  new  plantings. 


AMOUITCEI'ffiUT:     You  can  get  any  of  the  publications  mentioned  in  these 

Snapshots  free  of  charge  by  writing  either  to  Station   or  by 

writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Washing- 
ton, D,  C.     Let's  repeat  the  list;    THE  HUSKER- SHREDDER  ON  EASTERN  CORN 
BELT  FARl/IS  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No,  1589-F;  FOREST  CLUBS  FOR  YOUITG  PEOPLE 
is  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  45-M;  CUTTING  THE  FARli  WOODS,  PROFIT- 
WISE,  is  Leaflet  No,  30-L;  BETTER  MEAT  RETAILING  is  a  mimeographed  publica- 
tion, just  ask  for  BETTER  MEAT  RETAILING;  and  CONTAINERS  USED  IN 
SHIPPING  FRUITS  MJD  VEGETABLES  is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  1579-F. 
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Saturday,  May  18,  1S29. 


NOT  FCR  PUBLICATIOIT 


AMITOUiT GEIvrBlIT :    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Parm  Science  Snapshots  pre- 
pared hy  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,    These  Snapshots  show 
what  the  specialists  of  the  State  and  Federal  Government  are  finding  cut  ahcut 
some  of  our  farm  prohlems.     Their  findings  may  suggest  to  you  a  solution  for 
some    of  yours. 

Market  specialists  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  declare 
that  the  fruit  and  vegetahle  map  cf  this  country  is  likely  to  he  considerably 
changed  in  the  next  ten  years.     They  pount  out  that  toda;>'  hard-surfaced  roads 
and  automohiles  have  "brought  almost  every  acre  east  of  the  Mississippi  into 
competition.    Almost  any  farmer  who  has  land  suited  to  growing  fruit  rr  vege- 
tables can  grow  them.    And  he  can  either  haul  his  stuff  to  market  himself,  or 
hire  a  local  truck  to  haul  it  to  market,  or  sell  it  to  an  itinerant  truckman 
who  will  often  pay  cash  and  then  maybe  sell  in  cities  hundreds  of  miles  away. 
IThat  kind  of  thing  is  going  to  make  it  harder  and  harder  for  territories  such 
as  the  Eed  Pdver  Valley  to  expand  their  markets  in  the  East  except  at  relatively 
low  prices.     The  competition  of  eastern  grown  products  is  likely  to  be  increas- 
ingly severe  in  the  next  few  years. 


Tax  laws  for  woods  and  forest  lands  in  the  United  States  have  passed 
through  two  stages.    Starting  with  Nebraska  in  1856  seventeen  States  have  passed 
laws  based  on  the  idea  of  exempting,  or  paying  bounties  or  rebates  on  land  do- 

sts  and  woods.     In  1911,  Michigan  passed  its  farm  woodlot  act  based 
on  the  idea  of  taxing  wood  lands  according  to  the  yield.     That  is,  a  tax  on  the 
timber  crop  at  ..laturity  is  substituted  for  the  yearly  tax  on  the  growing  trees. 
Eourteen  States  now  have  laws  based  on  that  principle.    The  Eorest  Taxation  In- 
quiry of  the  Forest  Service  is  now  making  a  comparative  study  of  the  different 
laws  in  an  effort  to  work  out  a  tax  arrangement  which  will  be  fair  to  the  farmer 
and  private  timber-land  owner  who  grow  timber  crops. 


What  does  it  take  to  ran  a  local  creamerjr'  successfully?    How  many  cows 
are  needed?    How  much  territoiy  should  you  draw  on  for  the  cream?    A  survey  of 
a  number  of  successfully  run  creameries  shows  that  you  need  the  cream  from  about 
900  cows  to  operate  on  an  efficient  basis.     Out  of  88  creameries  in  Minnesota^ 
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81  were  found  to  "be  oi)erating  in  a  territory  eqiaivalent  to  that  v^ithin  a  radius 
of  seven  miles  of  the  creamery.  But  these  questions  and  others  are  ans\Tered  in 
msre  detail  in  Miscellaneous  Publication  ITo .  27,  called  the  "Essentials  for  the 
Successful  Operation  of  a  Local  Creamery," 


The  Ohio  Experiment  Station  has  "been      looking  into  this  question  of  calf 
feeds;  especially  for  the  farmer  who  sells  whole  milk.     The  Ohio  experts  say 
skimnilk  powder  is  a  cheaper  feed  than  whole  milk.    They  find  tliat  the  dairyman 
who  sells  whole  milk  can  afford  to  'ouy  skimmilk  powder  with  vdiich  to  raise  the 
calves  from  his  "best  cows.    Of  course,  the  dairyman  who  sells  cream  does  not 
need  to  "buj/  milk  for  his  calves,  "because  his  own  farm- separated  skimmilk  makes 
a  very  satisfactory  feed.    But  neither  skimmilk  nor  "s-'-immilk  powder  produces  the 
^ bloom"  or  "finish"  characteri sti-c  of  calves  fed  whole  milk. 


Steer- feeding  experiments  at  the  Louisiana  Experiment  Station  have  shown 
that  coi'n,  sorgo,  Japanese  cane,  sugar  cane,  shallu,  and  com'binations  of  those 
crops  with  soy"beans  make  good  silages  for  fattening  steers  in  the  sugar-cane 
"belt.    However,  it  tr.kes  considera'oly  more  sorgo-silage  than  corn- silage  to  put 
100  pounds  gain  on  a  steer.     It  was  also  found  that  steers  gain  more  uniformly 
on  silage  and  cottonseed  meal  than  they  do  when  molasses,  rice,  "bran,  rice  polish, 
or  "brewers'  rice  is  added  to  the  silage  and  cottonseed  meal. 


Here^s  some  good  newsl     The  entire  State  of  Maine  is  now  free  from  "bovine 
tu"berculosis.    That's  two  States  free  now.    North  Carolina  was  first,  Maine  is 
second—    What  State  is  goin'g'to  "be  third?    57e  are  making  progress  in  a  num"ber 
of  States.     706  counties  in  these  United  States  have  successfully  completed  the 
campaign  against  cattle  T-3  and  now  have = less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent  tu- 
"berculosis  as  shown  "by  the  last  l)u"berculin  test,    219  of  those  counties  were 
cleared  up  this  last  year.    Those  706  "co-'ahties  are  in  15  different  States. 

But^i'^s^    td  say ,"  tuTbercMosis' bf'''fbwls' is -stiil-^^  di'sWiMted-  amoftg 

the  chickens.    It  is  especially  destructive  in  flocks-  in  the  North  and  West,  The 
chicken  T~B J  like  other  T-B.,  is- slow  and  hard  to  detect  in  the  "early  stagesi 
That  makes,  it -hard  to  fight,'  'And- It  is  useless'  to  trj^  treating  the  tu"bercular 
chickEns*  "How  it  can  "be- prevented  and  eradicated  i- •■told; in  Earmefs'  Bulletih-^'^ 
iTo;  1200-E,  under  the  title' of  "Tuberculosis  of  Eowls'"*"^  "---^ 


'As  you'  poultrymen  know,  "big  eggs  produce'  "big -cKl 'c\£i'i'    Then,'  too /  "big 
'eggs  hrin-g  "better  prices  than  the  little  ones.    Because -of  the  strong  demand  for 
"big  eggs,  a  Massachusetts  Experiment  Station  expert  set  Mmself  to  discover  when 
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hens  lay  the  higgest  eggs.    He  has  found  that  Sliode  Island/ hens  lay  the  heaviest 
eggs  during  their  second  laying  year,    Ke  has  also  found  that  birds  aver&,ging 
52  grams  in  egg  weight  up  to  January  1  of  the  pullet  year  may  he  classed  as  hig- 
egg  pullets;  hecause  they  will  produce  hig  e.3gs  weighing  55-7  grams  (2  ounces)  1 
"by  March  1,    Breeding  for  egg  size  alone,  he  says,  v/ithout  regard  to  the  number 
of  eggs,  seems  to  "be  a  simple  procedure. 


That  infectious  foot  disease  known   -as  the  phony  peach  disease  is  no-fr  in 
90  per  cent  of  the  commercial  peach  orchards  of  Georgia  and  has  heen  discovered 
at  one  point  in  Alabama.     To  prevent  the  further  spread,  a  quarantine  has  heen 
placed  on  Georgia  and  Alabama  restricting  the  movement  of  peach  and  nectarine 
roots  and  trees. 


Pineapple  growing  in  Florida  "ain't  what  she  used  to  be."  However, 
now  that  the  Mediterranean  Fruit  Fly  has  invaded  Florida  and  menaces  citrus  and 
other  fruits,  the  possibility  of  bringing  back  the  Florida  pineapple  has  taken 
on  added  attraction  in  some  quarters.    The  Fruit  Fly  doesn't  affect  pineapples 
and  their  shipment  is  not  restricted  by  the  quarantine  recently  placed  on  account 
of  the  Mediterranean  pest.      In  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1237-F,  on  "Pineapple 
Culture  in  Florida,"  methods  are  suggested  by  which  abandoned  pineapple  fields 
may  be    restored  and  pineapple  growing  can  be  reestablished. 


It  v/as  in  the  pineapple  ajid  sugar  cane  fields  of  Hawaii  that  the  use  of 
paper  mulch  was  first  developed.    Then  the  Department  of  Agriculture  tested  out 
this  spreading  of  black  paper  over  the  soil  near  crop  plants.     Those  tests 
showed  that  paper  mulch  keeps  down  the  weeds  and  increases  the  soil  temperature 
and  moisture  ,9nd  stimulates  the  growth  of  a  wide  variety  of  crops  under  a  wide 
varietjr  of  crop  conditions.    Of  course,  there  is  the  matter  of  costs.     The  De- 
partment experts  have  found  that  at  -{^resent  costs,  it  doesn't  pay  to  use  paper 
raulchi  in  the  ordinary  production  of  field  corn,  dry  beans,  or  cctton,  or  sugar- 
cane, or  other  low-value  crops.     It  is  entirely  possible,  they  say,  that  should 
the  manufacture  of  mulching  paper  from  waste  products,  such  as  pressed  cane  and 
cornstalks,  prove  feasible,  the  use  of  mulch  paper  even  on  low  value  crops  might 
become  a  matter  of  practical  interest.    However,  before  using  paper  mulch  for 
the  high  value  crops,  the  experts  suggest  making  small-scale  trials  first.  Sug- 
gestions for  making  such  trials  are  contained  in  Circular  No,  77,  just  issued. 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  also  just  issued  a  revised  and  up-to- 
date  version  of  its  Bulletin  No.  1326-F  on  the  "Control  of  the  Codling  Moth  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest,"  which  gives  apple  and  pear  spray  schedules,  directions 
for  spraying,  and  a  complete  history  of  the  life  of  the  insect  which  often 
causes  the  loss  of  half  the  apples  in  some  orchards. 
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In  the  cooler  districts  of  California  cotton  matures  much  later  than  in 
Texas.    Tests  have  shown  that  Texas  hig-holled  varieties  are  not  as  well  adapted 
to  California  conditions  as  Acala  cotton.     They  are  later  and  less  productive 
than  Acala  which  grows  well  in  cool  weathero-     Acala  in  Calif "Jrnia  yields  "better 
thanMehane,  Lone  Star,  or  Delfos  cottong. 


The  THyoming  Experiment  Station  reports  that  the  introduction  and  use  of 
the  furrow  drill  and  duck- foot  or  "Field  Cultivator"  have  changed  the  outlook 
in  the  production  of  winter  wheat  on  fallow  land  under  dry  farming  conditions 
from  failure  to  success.     Shallow  tillage  has  proved  as  effective  for  winter 
wheat  as  deep  tillage  whether  the  land  is  cropped  continuously  or  fallowed. 


AMOUITCEMEICT:     Any  of  the  bulletins  mentioned  can  he  obtained  free  of  charge  by 
writing  to  this  Station  ,  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D,  C.     Give  your  address  and  the  name  and  num- 
ber of  the  bulletin  you  want.    ESSENTIALS  FOR  THE  SUCCESSFJL  CPERATIOIJ  OF  A  LOCAL 
CEEAMERY  is  Miscellaneous  Publication  llo,  37-M;  TUBERCULOSIS  OF  FOWLS  is  Farmers' 
Bulletin  Wo.  1200-F;  PIIJEAPPLE  CULTURE  IN  FLORIDA  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1237-F; 
SUGGESTIONS  FOR  MAKING  PAPER  MITLCH  TRIALS  is  Circular  No.  77;  and  CONTROL  OF  THE 
CODLING  MOTH  IN  THE  PACIFIC  NORThTTEST  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1326-F. 
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JU\riIOUITGE^.-IEiIT ;    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  ?4ifll  A'LlitJllLb  JUAjohu'bj 
prepared  "by  the  United  States  Depart-.ient  of  Agriculture.     These  Snapshots 
show  soir.e  of  the  progress  heing  aiade  in  Tederal  and  State  Laboratories  and 
experiment  stations  in  the  solution  of  some  of  our  practical  farm  problems. 
There  .nay  be  suggestions  for  you  in  this  batch  of  Snapshots. 
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The  Department  has  announced  that  The  Federal  tobacco  grading 
service  will  be  expanded  this  year.    For  two  years  now,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Virginia  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Goverament 
has  tried  out  a  pre- sale  market  inspection  and  grading  service  at  lynch- 
burg,  Virginia.     This  season,  the  service  will  be  extended  to  other  points 
in  Virginia  and  maybe  to  other  States,  where  growers  want  the  tobacco  they 
deliver  at  the  auction  warehouse  for  sale,  to  be  examined  by  a  grader, 
licensed  by  the  Government,  and  to  be  graded  according  to  the  U.  S.  standard 
grades. 


Beginning  July  1st,  three  laboratories  of  three  different  units  of 
the  Department  will  be  housed  at  Wenatchee,  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
with  the  State  Inspection  Laboratory  in  a  building  being  built  by  county 
authorities.     This  combined  laboratory  will  serve  the  fruit  growers  of  the 
entire  Horthv/est.    Experimental  work  on  fruit  sprays  will  be  continued  this 
season,  and  research  results  will  be  put  to  a  practical  test. 


Departm.ent  plant  experts  have  advised  horticulturists  to  give  more 
attention  to  cor  native  papaw.  They  suggest  that  papaws  might  be  crossed 
with  the  custard  apple  and  other  species. 

Also  the  fai::ous  Palmyra  paLm  recently  introduced  into  this  country 
from  India  and  Ceylon,  may  prove  of  real  value  in  the  limy  soils  of  southern 
Florida.     In  Ceylon  it  rivals  the  coconut  in  number  of  uses.    A  sugar  is 
made  from  the  sap,  the  sprouted  seeds  are  used  as  a  vegetable.     The  leaves 
are  used  in  a.  number  of  ways.     The  fruit  is  about  half  as  big  as  the 
coconut,  and  is  very  fragrant  when  ripe. 

The  Foreign  Plant  Introducers  also  say,  that  the  national  flower 
of  Chili  with  its  showy  flowers  needs  to  be  given  a  special  trial  in  the 
immediate  coastal  section  of  the  Pacific  Coast  where  the  climate  is  most 
like  that  of  central  and  southern  Chile. 


Speaking  of  flowers,  however,  many  of  us  grow  roses,  beautiful  roses. 
Some  of  us  just  try  to  grow  them.    Rose  bushes  are  subject  to  a  number  of 
plant  troubles,  and  if  you  are  going  to  grow  them  either  for  their  beauty 
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around  the  laome  ajid  the  neighborhood  or  to  sell,  it  might  be  a  good  idea 
for  70U  to  have  Fanners'  Bulletin  Ivo.  1547-1'  on  "Hose  Diseases;  Their  Cause 
and  Control." 


TJhich  reminds  rne,  that  the  Massachusetts  Experiment  Station  has  dis- 
covered a  new  bug  \7hich  is  increasing  fast  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  and  which  feeds  on  aphids  corranon  in  the  locality.     It  also  kills  and 
eats  the  grubs  of  several  fruit  and  vegetable  insect  pests. 


Deer  in  ITew  England  have  become  pests  by  browsing  in  young  orchards 
and  killing  large  niimbers  of  fruit  trees.    And  on  some  of  the  Western 
game  preserves,  deer  under  protection  have  increased  beyond  the  carrying 
capacity  of  the  range.    To  meet  such  situations,  the  Bureau  of  Biological 
survey  plans  to  use  a  trap  for  catching  deer  developed  by  the  T7isconsin 
Conservation  Commission.     Instead  of  being  killed  off,  the  surplus  deer 
will  be    trapped  and  used  for  stocking  sections  where  there  are  no  deer. 


Tfnat  were  badly  depleted  spring  ranges  in  the  national  forests  in 
Utah  have  been  improved  100  to  200  per  cent  and  many  depleted  parts  of  the 
main  suiimer  range  have  improved  as  much  as  400  to  500  per  cent  -ander  Forest 
Service  administration,  Department  officials  claim.     The  im.provement  was 
brought  about  by  replacing  part  of  the  cattle  and  grazing  the  range  with 
sheep.     The  sheep  make  much  better  use  of  the  slopes  and  heavy  grazing  by 
cattle  on  the  spring  range  has  been  practically  eliminated.     The  Forest 
Service,  however,  plans  intensive  studies  of  range  management  in  all  the 
range  regions  of  the  country  with  a  view  to  v/orking  out  systems  which  will 
assure  profitable  livestock  production  and  the  best  protection  to  the  soil. 


Florida  cattlemen  recently  bought  a  carload  of  purebred  bulls,  mak- 
ing about  300  purebred  cattle  which  have  been  brought  into  formerly  tick 
infested  sections.     So  far  26  counties  in  Florida  are  free  from  cattle 
ticks,  4  more  counties  are  expected  to  win  freedom  from  tick  quarantine 
this  year,  and  6  others  recently  started  a  systematic  campaign  to  get  rid 
of  the  ticks.     The  work  is  to  be  extended  to  other  counties  as  soon  as  funds 
and  facilities  permit. 


You  never  hear  of  tha-t  food  poisoning  known  as  botulism  being  traced 
to  milk  and  dairy  ]products.     The  iTew  York  Experiment  Station  has  found  out 
why  that  is.    Certain  of  the  bacteria  commonly  found  in  milk  have  the  power 
of  destroying  the  poison  which  caises  the  trouble. 
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Recent  investigations  in  canning  have  resulted  in  a  new  method  of 
preserving  vegetables  so  as  to  hold  the  flavor  better  than  the  old  ways. 
By  the  new  method  the  vegetables  are  sterilized  in  steam^  instead  of  in 
water  or  brine  or  syrup.     This  new  steam,  method,  called  "waterless  pro- 
cessing" has  been  successfully  tried  on  peas,  string  beans,  sweet  com  and 
Lima  beans  in  a  few  homes,  and  last  year  a  small  quantity  of  vegetables 
were  canned  commercially  that  v/ay.    This  season  the  new  system  v/ill  probably 
be  much  more  widely  used. 


But  how  is  this  for  a  good  soup?  Two  poxinds  of  beef,  without  the 

fat  or  bono,  cut  into  little  pieces  and  seg,|oned  well  with  pepper  and  salt. 
Then  fried  in  a  soup  kettle  with  a  ouarterV  pound  of  butter,  and  one  onion 
chopped  fine,    Fry  until  it  is  very  brown.    To  that  you  add  four  quarts  of 
cold  water,  and  let  it  simmer  for  an  hour  and  a  half.    Then  add  two  cupfuls 
of  finely  chopped  okra,  and  let  the  v/holc  simmer  gently  for  throe  or  four 
hours  more  and  you  will  have  a  mighty  fine  soup.    But  that  is  just  one  of 
the  many  7/ays  of  using  okra  suggested  in  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  232,  which 
also  tells  how  to  raise  okra  in  the  home  garden,  North  and  South  and  how 
to  use  it.    That  bulletin  is  called  "Culture  and  Uses  of  Okra." 


Commercial  production  of  avocadoes,  the  now  faraous  salad  fruit,  is 
fast  increasing  in  both  California  and  Florida,     That  increase  has  caused 
growers  to  go  after  wider  markets.     That  is  meaning  closer  grading,  and  more 
culls.    Most  of  those  culls  are  now  allowed  to  go  to  waste,  but  Department 
specialists  point  out  there  will  soon  be  enough  cull  av,Ocadoes  to  use  on  a 
small  commercial  scale  to  make  oil  for  eating  and  making  soap  and  to  mpke 
press  cake  for  feeding  poultry  and  stock. 


The  University  of  California  has  been  studying  dates    not  the 

dates  made  by  the  students,  but  those  grown  as  fruits   The  California 

experts  have  studied  various  wa^^s  of  hastening  the  ripening  of  immature  dates, 
and  have  found  that  heat  and  carbon  dioxide  appear  to  be  most  practical 
means  for  jazzing  up  the  dates  and  improving  the  flavor. 


In  tests  in  waterproofing  concrete  at  the  Minnesota  University 
Engineering  Experiment  Station  it  was  found  that  a  drier  mix  will  improve 
the  waterproofing  quality  of  concrete. 


There  is  a  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultiire  bulletin  on  small  concrete 
construction  on  the  farm.    It  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  Uo.  1480-F. 

****** 

AITIvOUIv'CEIvISLTT ;    You  can  get  any  of  the  bulletins  mentioned  in  these  Farm  Science 

Snapshots  by  writing  either  to  Station   or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United 

States  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Yfashington,  D.C,    They  are  free.    That  one 
on  "Small  Concrete  Construction  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  14S0-F.     The  one  on 
"Okra  Culture  and  Uses"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  232-F  and  the  one  on  "Rose  Dis- 
eases" is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  1547-F. 


